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A Cognitive-Pragmatic Approach to Implicatures and Inference Rules: The
Mechanism of Drawing Implicatures
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This research aimed at finding out what inference rules actually contribute
to the online processes of drawing implicatures in our communication and stipulating a general
constraint on the process. Based on the analyses of various cases of implicatures in Japanese and
English contexts, this research revealed that, contra Sperber and Wilson"s (1995) claims, two types
of inference other than deduction, i.e. induction (e.g. abstraction) and abduction, actually
contribute to drawing implicatures, and claimed that "Relevance-Guided Comprehensio Heuristic" plays

a crucial role as a constraint on this online implicature-drawing process, i.e. to stop the process
at a proper point.

As for the classification of implicatures, based on the characteristics of the inference rules
(whether the hearer®s knowledge is expanded or not), this research proposed the dichotomy of
implicatures: analytic implicatures and ampliative implicatures.
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(if) A: Would you drive a Mercedes?
B: | wouldn't drive ANY expensive car.

(=2 a A Mercedesis an expensive car.
- b. Mary wouldn't drive aMercedes. )
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(x) Johnny: I didn’t eat the chocolate.

Mother: Let me tell you a story, Johnny.
Once upon a time, a shepherd boy, tending
his flock not far from a village, liked to
amuse himself by crying out “Wolf!
Wolf!” His trick succeeded two or three
times; the whole village came running to his
assistance, only to be laughed at for falling
for his ruse. Then, one day, the wolf actually
came. The boy cried out in earnest, but his
neighbors, thinking he was up to his old
tricks, ignored his cries, and the wolf
devoured the sheep.

Johnny: Sorry, 1 was wrong. I ate all the
chocolate.
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'So Ma cooked supper for the five strange men.
They filled the place with their loud boots and
loud voices, and their bedding piled in heaps,
ready to make their beds on the floor by the stove.
Even before the supper dishes were finished, Ma
took her hands from the dishwater and said
quietly, ,"It's bedtime, girls." It was not bedtime,
but they knew that , she meant they were not
allowed to stay downstairs among those strange
men..." (Laura Ingalls Wilder (1953) By the
Shores of Silver Lake, 225)




a It's bedtime, girls.
b they were not allowed to stay
downstairs among those strange men.
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