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The objectives of this research were to comprehend the characteristics
of lexical aspect in terms of the relations between verbs and co-occurring phrases, especially
focusing on scalar structure of English and Japanese expressions.

In this research, (1) we have elaborated semantic representations by introducing scalar
structure in the representation, (2) we have identified the changes of lexical aspects at the level
of verb phrases and clauses by incorporating scalar structure into representations of nouns, and (3)

we have grasped the characteristics of lexical aspects through the study of dialects used in
Western Japan and the comparison of the usages of English and Japanese.



lexical
conceptual structure LCS

LCS

Pustejovsky(1995)
( GL)

John began a book.
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[a] They are straightening the rope.
(x They have straightened the rope.)

[b] They are lengthening the rope.(o They
have lengthened the rope.)

GL  LCS

o

@
®

Vendler
(1965) LCS

break

[a] The TV set is breaking.
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[c] *My tea cup is breaking.
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(constitutive role)
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[2] pull:
vent structure = RESTR = elo e2

qualia structure = AGENTIVE =
act-on(el, x, y)
move(e2, y)

[CONST = @ ——->>]
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[3] a- In a hurry they pulled the log along
the stairs slowly.
b. They pulled the log halfway.
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[4] The TV is breaking.

TV set 51
TVset break
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[5] 7V set: [FORMAL = & --—-e ]

[6] break:
["argument structure =ARG1=TV set
[FORMAL=e ----o 1]
qualia structure =
AGENTIVE=move(el, TV set)
[CONST=0 ----o ]
FORMAL=broken-state(e2, TV set)
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