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A Quantitative Analysis of Exemplary Journalistic and Academic Compositions:
Tips for Enhancing EFL Learners Writing Skills

Fumihiko, Ito
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. _The ﬁurpose of this study is to identify tips for enhancing Japanese EFL
learners’ writing skills, through a quantitative investigation of exemplary compositions.

Specifically, newsBa?er editorials and 185 TOEFL essays with perfect scores of 5.0 were used in this
study. The readability of the editorials and the essays was investigated using the Flesch Reading

Ease and the Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level indexes, along with a simple analysis of the numbers of
words, sentences, and words per sentence. A vocabulary analysis of the editorials and the essays
was then conducted using the JACET 8000. All English sentences in the editorials and the essays
were then classified by complexity. Finally, based on the statistical results, the paper discusses

the pedagogical implications for enhancing EFL learners’ writing skills.

Journalistic English Academic English T-unit Composi
tion



(TESOL/TEFL)
ESL(English as a Second Language)

(topic/supporting/concluding sentence,

thesis statement) (

[and, but, so] [although, as,
because] [moreover, however,
therefore] (first, second,

next, finally)
because of])

[as a result,

(sentence combining
exercise)

TOEFL(Test of English as a Foreign

Language) iBT (internet-Based Test)
(5.0)

3.

@

The Nikkei Weekly @

1
) Astand(
) ¢!
1
) 185 TOEFL
@
(2013)
1 2
3 4
(
)
4

(DThe Nikkei Weekly (82 )

1
A.
1 426.92
18.82 22.84
(2007, p. 33)
1 3 3
6.12  7.57  9.62
20
(Ito, 2015,
2016 2005)
1 10.65
1 1.92
a
)
15.99

FRE(Flesch Reading Ease) 36.18



FKGL (Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level) 13.81
(2013)
10.01% 56.27, 10.03
(2009) 2005 2008
FRE 60.00 85.00 FKGL
4.00 8.00
FRE FKGL

B.
JACET (Japan Association of College
English Teachers) 8000

( 8
)
90 Level 8
(
Level 8
90 )
1
40.68 ( 9.42%)
1
1
Level 1—8
( Hiroshima, Nagasaki,
Copenhagen) ( Toyota, Panasonic,
Nikkei) (
liquid-crystal, eco-point, flat-panel
Inc. Co. Corp. U.K.
U.S. U.N. BOJ
A. B
The
Nikkei Weekly
( BOJ =Bank of Japan

LDP =Liberal Democratic Party GDP
= Gross Domestic Product)
The Nikkei Weekly

1

9.59 (
50.96%) 0.70 (3.72%) 8.05 (42.77%)
0.49  (2.60%)

0.70

ESL (English as
a Second Language)

The
Nikkei Weekly
(.
) S+V. And S+V. S+V.
But S+V. And  But
8.05
(42.77%)

6.32% (3.72 2.60)
90%



10

10
15

16 20

<S+V.And S+V_><S+V.But S+V.>

(e.g., Ito & Misumi,
2017; 1zzo, 2000; 2010) <S+V._Because

S+V.>

(register=
) <S+V.And
S+V._><S+V.But S+V.>

<S+ V. And S +V.>, <S + V.
But S + V.>

formality(formal / informal)

And  But
Ito,
2015, 2016 2009b 2004
&) 252 )
The Nikkei Weekly
(3)TOEFL Essays (185 )
The Nikkei Weekly
A., B., C. (
)
A.
1 280.28
21.50 13.10
4.30 4.1%
FRE  71.60 FKGL 6.5
The Nikkei Weekly
The Nikkei
Weekly 22.84
TOEFL 13.10
FRE FKGL
(2009)
B.

90%



Level 2 (Level
1 Level 2 93.86%
) A The
Nikkei Weekly
Level 1—3
95.76% Level 1—~3
3,000
C.
1
10.63 (

50.07%) 1.90 (8.95%) 7.69 (36.22%)
1.01(4.76%) The Nikkei Weekly
(3.72%)  TOEFL
(8.95%) S+V.
And S+V. S+V. But S+V.

S+V. And
S+V. S+V. But S+V.

85%

1 T-unit
11.59 The Nikkei Weekly
1 21.62
Hunt (1965)
1 T-unit
(syntactic maturity)

(e.g., 2010 1989
1992 1993) 1 T-unit

10 2
14 3
21
( 2006
The Nikkei Weekly

TOEFL

©)
( )
The Nikkei Weekly
TOEFL Essays
4
@

Fumihiko Ito ( )

Sentence Fragment Categories and Their
Frequency of Occurrence in Japanese ESL
Writing

2015

Southern Conference on Linguistics

Vol. 39. No. 2 pp. 51-68

[ 1

@

Fumihiko Ito, Hikaru Misumi ( )

The Distinctive Use of Coordinating and
Subordinating Conjunctions in Japanese
EFL Academic Compositions.

2017 35

®
Fumihiko Ito ( )



An Investigation of Factors Influencing

the Quality of Japanese University ESL

Writing: The Relationships between L1 and

L2 Writing Skills, and between L2 Reading

and Writing Skills

2015

The 4% Hong Kong International Conference

on Education, Psychology, and Society

(Proceedings 8 USB
)

*)

C )

The Nikkei Weekly —

37
pp-41-50

€Y)

2014

43
®
Fumihiko Ito
The Two Relationships between L1 Writing
and L2 Writing Skills, and between L2
Reading and L2 Writing Skills of Japanese
ESL University Students
2004
The European Conference on Language
Learning (ECLL)
®
Fumihiko Ito
An Investigation of Factors Influencing
the Quality of Japanese University ESL
Writing: The Relationships between L1 and
L2 Writing Skills, and between L2 Reading
and Writing Skills
2015
The 4% Hong Kong International Conference
on Education, Psychology, and Society

*

The Nikkei Weekly Editorials

2017

@
(1TO FUMIHIKO)

1 50413745

41



