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Formulation of critical thinking questions and evaluation criteria based on
MEXT-authorized textbooks

Mineshima, Michio

3,500,000

n
CT 20 cT

This research aimed to formulate questions, tasks, and evaluation criteria
that serve to promote students® critical thinking (CT) abilities and dispositions, based on
MEXT-authorized high school English textbooks. We have chosen 20 CT skills that seem to be of the
highest importance for Japanese high school students and made them CT skills to be aimed for and
criteria for learners”™ performance evaluation. Three times in a year-long CT instruction conducted
by our research collaborator, a high school teacher, the students were provided with CT performance
tasks and evaluated. Effectiveness of the CT instruction along with the tasks and evaluation
criteria were demonstrated through the qualitative analysis of students® works, statistical analysis

of the students® performance, and so on. The academic paper summarizing the results of this
research won the 2107 Best Practical Report Award from the Japan Society of English Language
Education.
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(Lesson 1: What Can Blood Type Tell Us?)
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I think it’s because people know their blood
types. For example, it can be an interesting
conversation topic when you are talking
with your friends.
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Lesson 5: Biodiesel Adventure
Lesson 6: The Doctor with the Hands of
God

Do you know who he is? He is M.Y., my
father. I respect him very much.

He seems to think that it is important
not to rely on other people. In fact, he has
been doing anything by himself for so long
since he graduated from junior high school.
For example, he continues to work hard
since the age of twenty one at when he was
employed. Moreover, he became a famous
racing cart driver when he was twenty four
years old. Finally, he got the second place
at a racing cart series and was honored at
the Hilton Hotel in Tokyo. This is because
he made much effort to do anything as a
hard worker without any help from other
people.

I think that my father had not been an
ordinary person. He had a fighting spirits
which is different from us. I hope to become
a person like him.
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