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The present research project addresses an overlooked issue of Japanese
students’ transnational educational mobility across the West and ASEAN region at a time when
studying (in) English in more than one context has become increasingly common and popular among East

Asian learners of English. In addition to some encouraging results (e.g. ASEAN ESL educators
professional identity), the study provides educational/scholarly implications such as: (1) Japanese
students’ deep-rooted faith in * native’ ‘' standard’ °‘ real English’ remains intact even after
their memorable sojourn experience in the ASEAN; (2) media discourses on English study abroad (e.g-
Singaporeans all speaking Singlish) do not necessarily draw upon the existent applied linguistics
scholarly knowledge.
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