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In order to foster global communicators with English skills, we developed
multimedia English Sound Training Materials for Japanese elementary school children from the
perspectives of "difficulty” and "intelligibility". Specific features of the native language affect

some features of the target language to be acquired and some mispronounced sounds may hinder the
intelligibility of the communication between NSs and NNSs. First we reviewed the previous research.
Next, we analyzed which words and sentences and how much elementary school students have learned
from the English activity textbooks named “ Hi, Friends 1 & 2" and also analyzed the English sounds
from the attached the textbooks®™ CDs. And then, we selected the words and sentences based on the
concepts of difficulty and intelligibility. From these ﬁrocedures, we developed the multimedia
materials consisting of native speaker’ s video clips showing her pronunciation, pictures and
letters corresponding to words and sentences.
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m/W 11 2.9 3 6
0 8 2.1 2 6
¥ 7 1.8 5 5
0 7 1.8 4 6
(] 6 1.6 5 3
g 4 1.0 3 3
I 4 1.0 3 3
v 4 1.0 3 3
z 3 0.8 3 2

total 381 100 225 149
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£ 63 11.6 43 8
a1 61 11.2 30 9
i 61 11.2 39 9
1 54 9.9 33 8
® 50 9.2 30 9
A 47 8.6 27 8
u 34 6.3 19 9
e1 33 6.1 22 9
ov 22 4.0 12 9
al/a 17 3.1 12 6
ol 16 2.9 13 6
° 15 2.8 8 9
aor 13 2.4 11 7
o 11 2.0 9 5
oo 11 2.0 6 6
v/e 10 18 2 7
av 7 13 4 5
o 6 1.1 4 5
vor 4 0.7 2 4
I 3 0.6 1 3
1 2 0.4 2 2
> 2 0.4 2 2
£ 1 0.2 1 1
o1 1 0.2 1 1
total 544 100 333 147
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t 37 9.7 22 8
k 31 8.1 20 9
m 28 7.3 16 9
s 28 7.3 21 8
f 25 6.6 14 8
| 24 6.3 12 8
p 24 6.3 17 8
n 23 6.0 10 9
b 22 5.8 15 7
d 18 4.7 8 8
w 18 4.7 11 7
h 17 45 11 8
j 17 45 7
r 15 3.9 8
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