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By the first research plan, | was going to shed light on the circulation
system of both saltpeter and sulfur as gunpowder materials, on the Eurasian scale, for the 10-17th
centuries, with putting a pivot leg in the Japan Archipelago.However, | could detect unexpectedly
only a few historical materials on the circulation of saltpeter.

So, on the way, | reconsidered the research plan and focused only on the circulation system of
sulfur which relatively many historical materials remained on.

As a result, with a central focus on the East Asian maritime region, | could elucidate the
historical changes of sulfur circulation system on the Eurasian scale and the figures of local lords
and merchants who played an important role in the system during the 10-16th centuries.
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