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A historical study of the local kingdom of Mari in the Middle Assyrian period
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Our research project investigated the history, society, and culture of a
local kingdom called * Land of Mari’ , which flourished in the Middle Habur region during the late
second millennium B.C. as a client state, semi-autonomous from the Assyrian state. The research
mainly relied upon cuneiform texts, which were unearthed at the site of Tell Taban in north-eastern
Syria by a Japanese archaeological mission during the 2005 and 2010 seasons. Focusing upon such
issues as the local scribal tradition and the Assyrian state scribal practice, the local cultic
tradition and the Assyrian state cult, transfer of Babylo-Assyrian scholarship into the local
kingdom, and the journey of Assyrian kings, we clarified various characteristics of the local
government and society of the Land of Mari, which are distinct from those of the Assyrian provinces,

and also shed light on the diversity of the Assyrian rule in the late second millennium B.C.
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