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The Ambient Condition of Long-Distance Trade and the Problem in the Social
Economic Structure of China from the 16th to the 19th Century
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This research project started in 2014 and finished in 2018. From the early
16th century on, silver entered China from Japan and America through the international commerce
trading silk and porcelain. Based on the presence of those abundant silver in China, the
investigation explores the change of Chinese social economics over the long course of the Ming and
Qing Dynasties. As an important result, active domestic and international commerce brought about
long-term changes in Chinese social economics. The flow of silver from outside China was one of the
reasons.

In the past five years, the researcher conducted archival and on-site investigations. The results of
this research were presented in the international academic conference that the researcher
participated in and international academic workshops that the researcher organized.
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