©
2014 2016

Protestant ethic and mind of gift. A disciprinary study of relationship between
foundation and confession
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Foundation is a significant institution in Europe and North America. |
have studied a history of foundation system by researching primary sources in Geman-speaking
countries. Then in order to practice a comparative study of development of foundation system under
different confessions, | researched Lutheran duchy Brunswick and Reformed city of Basel. Foundation
was regarded as a matter of course already in early modern times in Protestant areas. Donor
established a fund and would serve the common good by an annualinterest. Main purposes of
foundations in early modern era were for welfare and scholarship. The welfare concerned poor relief
and care for the pauper, the old, the widowed and the orphaned. The scholarship was given
principally students and Gymnasiasten, but sometimes also apprentices.

Funeral sermons for donors teach that they were highly motivated by honour, which good deeds would
give them.
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