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Process of inequality in local community: focusing on social space with regard
to various differences

YOSHIDA, Yoko
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This study attempts to explain existing power relations among various actors
in the local community, focusing on whether issues of inequality are influenced by their

geographical backgrounds. My field survey in Kin-cho (Okinawa prefecture) showed that population
flows from other areas, especially isolated islands around the Okinawa mainland, towards the
entertainment district around the U.S. militarx base, in contrast to local people who despise
businesses affecting public morals. Of late, the previous entertainment district has become a “
receptacle” that accepts Filipinas owing to the progress of globalization. My survey of the Sorachi
area (Hokkaido prefecture) showed that coal miners and their families, who had moved from various
Barts of the country to the Sorachi coal-mining area, identified their village as living spaces
ased on their relationships with their neighbors.
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