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Folkloric study on the subsistence complex centered on the relationship between
the fishing activity and the environment in the river basin
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FRP

This study focused on fishing activities, about the relationship between the
fishermen®s livelihood and the natural environment iIn Shimanto River and Chikugo River. In the
Shimanto River, traditional fishing activity, folk knowledge and environmental cognition remained,
but as tourism and the introduction of FRP ship increased the number of new entrants, traditional
customs collapsed, and the manner of the subsistence complex was changing. Also, due to the
construction near the estuary, tidal fluctuations, brackish water areas, ecosystems changed,
affecting the environmental use of fishermen.
In the Chikugo River, due to the construction of the dam, fishing activity declined and it shifted
to resource conservation such as aquaculture and discharge. However, some fishermen have continued
fishing while observing the time of water discharge and the change of water level of the dam, and it
turned out that new folk knowledge is occurring even in an artificial river environment.
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