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Understanding the Structure and Transformation of Concepts Related to Death in
Modern City: In the case of Shanghai
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Since 1950s, mortuary houses and crematories had provided service as a kind
of welfare facilities in China, and the facility was simply equipped and its service fee was cheap.
In 1990s, people who worked in this funeral field in Shanghai began to provide more substantial
service and expensive burial place. They increased the service fee, and the funeral industry was
developed as normal enterprise. This study aims to elucidate the formation and the structure of the
funeral industry in Shanghai and to analyze how it changed form the pervious national-owned welfare
facility into a commercial enterprise. Over 3 year, through conducting interviews and distributing
qguestionnaires, data from enterprisers and citizens were collected. The researcher found out the
distribution of mortuary houses, crematories and burial grounds in Shanghai, as well as their
business details. Living in the big city, Shanghai, people required different kinds of funeral
service in different periods of time.
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