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Tsumura, Fumihiko

3,800,000

50

This study aims to analyze the social meanings and changes of tattoos in
modern Thailand. Thai Traditional tattoos, called sakyan, are said to have magical power by
inscribing special spells and figures by the hands of religious specialists like Buddhist monks or
Brahmin priests. However, while sakyan is tattooed for the purpose of fashion, traditional tattoos
were used not only for magic but also for body decoration. From the collected field data it is
clarified that Thai tattoo has ambivalent powers of enchantment and violence which sustain the

tattoo culture of Thailand.
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