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Quantitative Economic History of Singapore during British Colonial Period: The
Construction of Long-term Economic Statistics and Empirical Investigations
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The major objective this study 1is to conducted structured and inclusive
research on quantitative economic history of Singapore under the British colonial administration.
Based on the accumulated literature on quantitative economic history of Singapore, this research
conducted the following specific theme. (1) the estimates of long-term economic statistics of
Singapore for the period 1819-1869, (2) international com?arison of standard of living, 1870-1939,
(3) construction of historical statistic database, (4) Validity check of staple theory in the case
of Singapore. These research topics are interrelated. Durin% the period of this research project,
three research presentations were made in international conference. 1 publication of paper and 1

waiting list of paper.
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Singapore Monetary

Authority  Choy Keen Meng
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Allen
Subsistence Consumption Basket

1900-1939

Clothing | Rent

Food Beverage &

Tobacco

Miscellancous | Opium Total

1900 60.5 37 6.5 27 1.5 25.1 100.0 | 1900

1905 60.9 3.6 6.7 2.6 15 24.6 100.0 | 1905

1910 60.3 37 6.6 27 15 25.1 100.0 | 1910

1915 59.6 32 9.0 25 1.5 24.1 00.0 | 1915

1920 62.2 37 8.5 1.8 1.6 223 00.0 | 1920

1925 58.0 43 6.8 4.0 1.5 254 00.0 | 1928

1930 573 42 6.4 48 15 257 00.0 | 1930

1
1
1
1
1935 55.7 5.1 7.1 43 15 263 1
1

00.0 | 1935

00.0 | 1939

1939 53.6 52 79 49 15 269

AAWH2015

8
Singapore Economic
Review conference 2017

Straits Settlements, Blue Books
PC
1900-1939

1870-1939

Maddison Project

GDP 1900-39,
1950-60 2014 Bolt, J. and
J. L. van Zanden (2014). The Maddison
Project: collaborative research on
historical national accounts. The
Economic History Review, 67 (3): 627-651.
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Reconstructing the
National Income of the Former British
Colonies: The Role of the “ Blue Books”
and Other Sources

Sugimoto, Ichiro (2015) “The Reconstruction of
Singapore’s GDP 1900—60: Estimates And
Trends”,
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Singaporedi0, Issue 1 Apr 2015, pp.87-93
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Methodology of Deriving the Annual
Opium Consumption in the Colony of Singapore
and its impact to government revenue raising and
government portfolio financial investment.

The Third Congress of the Asian
Association of World Historians (AAWH

)
2015 5 29 -6 1

Estimate of Private Final
Consumption Expenditure in the Colony of
Singapore, 1870-1900:Progress and Perspective.
World Economic History Congress
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The Rise of a staple port: Real Wages
and Living Standards in Singapore, 1870-1939
World Economic History Congress
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