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Study on innovation challenges of local industries and companies under the
global economic recession from the viewpoint of sociology
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Focusin% transportation industry in Hamamatsu, I examined innovation
challenges of local companies after the global economic recession since the 1990s, especially after
the Lehman Crisis in 2008. The results of my research are as follows. In accordance with newly-born
needs in the local market by exploitation of innovative technologies like EV, local companies in
Hamamatsu tried to produce newly-typed parts of vehicles and polish up their conventional-typed
parts. As a result, some companies succeeded in establishing new and competitive techniques in their
production process. On the other hand, other companies applied their conventional techniques to new
products of other areas like health care and agricultural sectors. The reason why local companies
could adopt two different types of their responds to the economic recession, was they had a
background that the engineers deeply involved in their R&D projects and established strong
collaborations with their production process workers.
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