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Nostalgia for the Showa era as a social orientation
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Since the last half of the 1990s, nostalgia for a romanticized past Showa
era, especially the 30s, has become a social phenomenon. In our research, we examine empirical
evidence of the connection between people’ s social awareness and nostalgic feeling.

Older generations may be steeped in nostalgia for their direct experiences and memories, but why are
younger generations flooded with nostalgia when they have no experience? There are certain young
people who have a romantic notion of the old because they are influenced by their families
-grandparents or other relatives who embody the concept of the Showa era. Additionally, we suggest
that media content that gives the impression that the old Showa era represents the' good old days
may potentially influence their feelings. Other social awareness, for example, higher priority given
to private life over other domains, fellowship with neighbours, or eco-conscious thinking could
affect the onset of idealization of the Showa era in the 30s.
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