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A Comﬁarative Study of Press Conference of Japanese Government and News coverage
on the Fukushima Nuclear Disaster in Its Early Stage
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We tried to analyze the relationship between the three elements, “ actual
situation of accident,” “ press conferences of Japanese government (including TEPCO),” and “
coverage of major newspapers” on the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant accident (March 2011) in its
early stage. When analyzed in quantitative and qualitative way narrowing to “ meltdown” , there was
a tendency that press conference officers underestimated the actual situation of meltdown and news
reporting quoted comments of press conference officers as their major news source. Analyzing news
coverage of major newspapers in China as a foreign coverage, it was found that news articles of
China quoted Japanese news media as their major news source.

As important data for our research, we created transcript of Japanese press conferences and
constructed a site “ FUKUSHIMA STUDY” . Utilizing this transcript, we conducted further research on
press conference and news coverage in more detail.
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