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This research focused on cultural products and examined the processes of
changing and maintaining culturally dominant values. Although two studies using a serial
reproduction method and investigating the change and maintenance of cultural products (Study 1) and
examining the effect of acculturation on it (Study 2) were conducted, the findings were limited.
However, Study 3 focused on preference related to culturally dominant values and examined its
influence on motivation in Japan and Germany. In Japan where interdependence is shared as a
culturally dominant value, others’ preferences fostered one’ s motivation, whereas in Germany where

independence is shared as a culturally dominant value, such a tendency was not found. Moreover, the
cultural difference was associated with one’ s motivation to avoid an exclusion by other group
members. This suggests that this motivation to avoid an exclusion by other group members may relate
to reproduction of culturally dominant values.
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