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A Comparative Sociological Exploration of Science Curriculum : Focus on a GCSE
Science Textbook in England

KANEKO, Mariko

3,600,000

Twenty First Century Science 21Cs
1 2006 2 2011
21CS

2 21CS QCA

The purpose of this research is to analyze the process of transformation
of educational knowledge sociologically. | focused on the changes in the contents of the first
edition EZOOG; and the second edition (2011) of textbooks compliant with the Twenty First Century
Science (21CS) course suite in the UK. | analyzed the data from interviews with the Nuffield
Foundation and writers responsible for the creation and publication of the textbook, and school
science teachers.

21CS was born in a country such as England, where compared to Japan, there is a greater degree of
institutional freedom to produce textbooks. Nevertheless, the second edition retreated the original
purpose and philosophy of 21CS. There are various social factors such as reorganization of QCA which
had the role of curriculum development, the market mechanisms related to GCSEs and textbooks, and
the speculations of teachers, students, and parents.
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