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The development and utilization of an English-language proficiency benchmark for
the promotion of in-classroom English usage
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In this research project, we developed an English-language proficiencK
benchmark for use in the EFL classroom. The target of the benchmark was Japanese secondary school

teachers who aim to promote their students’ use of English in the language classroom. Assessment
was conducted through the use of both quantitative and qualitative measures. Furthermore, we

suggested ways of utilizing this benchmark for teachers’ professional development or
teacher-training purposes.
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The present case study examines the ideal
assessor conditions after thorough review
on assessor bias from the language
testing/assessment research, while the
development of assessment benchmarks for
use in Japan is discussed based on a
high-stakes benchmark assessment for
teachers of EFL in Hong Kong. The
proposed benchmarks acknowledge the
complexity of classroom English use, thus
employing four different scale types to
accommodate the multifaceted
characteristics  of  teacher language
proficiency. The current case study
concludes with the exploration of tasks
remaining for the future development of
our benchmark assessments for use in

ongoing professional development.
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