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Eta Carinae

Investigation of changing stellar wind of Eta Carinae in NIR and UV

Ishibashi, Kazunori
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Super-massive star Eta Carinae was well-known for its tremendous mass loss
rate -- 1/1000th of the solar mass per year -- and its physical mechanism is not understood at all.
Then, in early 2000s, it is noted that Eta Car is undergoing rapid changes in its brightness and
apparent changes in its massive stellar wind. In this research program, with the use of Hubble Space

Telescope (STIS) and IRSF telescope at SAAO, the cause is identified to be a significant reduction
in Eta Car"s massive stellar wind, roughly by 50% of the reduction merely in 10 years or so.
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