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The succession of architectural construction methods and culture in Hokuriku
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The study focused on the Machiya, Japanese townhouse with unique eaves,
called Segai style, which are located along the Japan Sea coast in Kuroshima and Kanaiwa in
Ishikawa, and Iwasehama and Namerikawa in Toyama. The Segai style can be further categorized into
three types according to the eaves’ construction method, the Noboribari, Hashiradashi and Haridashi

methods. The study clarified the tendencies of eave construction within each town, in particular,
the size of the eaves. The study revealed the following results.

60% of Machiya in Kuroshima utilize the Noboribari method, with another 30% having the Hashiradashi
style, whose beams span is 1820mm. As for Machiya in Kanaiwa, more than 70% percent of homes also
use Hashiradashi, with beams spanning 1820mm. In contrast, beam span in Machiya of lwasehama is
generally 1365mm to 1820mm, although the beam span in renovated houses is wider, from 1820mm to
2050mm. 80% of Namarikawa s Machiya use beams with a 1820mm span.
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