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Molecular mechanisms underlying subnetwork formation in V1
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Specific neuronal connections (subnetworks) in the sensory cortex are
thought to be fundamental for information processing. Some studies have suggested a cell lineage
contribution to establish cortical subnetworks. That is, excitatory neurons arising from a same
neural progenitor cell have shown higher synaptic connection probabilities and responses to similar
sensory stimuli.

However, little is known about the molecular mechanisms for subnetwork formation. We focused on the
function of Dnmt3b, which regulates the expression of cPcdh isoforms, a family of adhesion
molecules, in the neural progenitors. We recorded the visual neural responses from Dnmt3b-KO and
wild-type neurons in V1 of mice using 2 Photon Ca2+ imaging. We observed: (i) the response strengths
of Dnmt3b-KO neurons were comparable to normal neurons, and (ii) lower orientation tuning (OSI) in
Dnmt3b-KO neurons. These results suggest the involvement of Dnmt3b in the establishment of cortical
neural network specifications.
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