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In wheat producing area, Ozu town, Kumamoto Prefecture, we examined the
potential causes of abnormally early ripening (ARE) of wheat, and tested modified N application,
intensive nitrogen fertilization during stem elongation (INFSE), to alleviate the symptom of ARE. In

cropping seasons of 2013/14, 2014/15 and 2015/16, ARE did not appear in the test field. However,
ARE appeared in field where seeds were sown in early dates, where the wheat was sown following
soybean cropping and where vegetative growth just before stem elongation stage was vigorous. INFSE
improved yield and protein content of grain in wheat as N accumulation in aboveground increased.

This N application could be useful to alleviate ARE symptom because early senescence was restricted
in 2016/17.
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