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Distribution and function of ADAMDEC-1 in the mouse placenta
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Existence of a disintegrin and metalloprotease-like decysin (ADAMDEC-1) has
been confirmed in the mouse placenta, but their reproductive function is unclear. We examined
ADAMDEC-1 regarding the distribution and appearance patterns in the normal mouse placenta and
effects on the placental capillaries and epithelial cells.This study showed the possibilities that
ADAMDEC-1 is produced from the uterine NK cells in mouse placentas. Uterine NK cells seemed to
release ADAMDEC-1 to maternal blood circulation and transit to fetal side of placenta. ADAMDEC-1 may

h?lp placental vasodilation and angiogenesis, and promote nutritional exchanges and fetal growth in
placenta.
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