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研究成果の概要（和文）：耐糖能異常易発性と抵抗性（Prone系とResistant系）の新規モデルマウスを用いた動
脈硬化巣形成モデル実験系を確立し、Prone系での動脈硬化巣形成の亢進を確認した。さらに、この実験系での
Prone系マウスにおける動脈硬化巣形成が、メトホルミンの投与によって抑制されることを明らかにした。ま
た、耐糖能異常における「血糖値変動の繰り返し」が動脈硬化巣形成に及ぼす影響をより直接的に評価するモデ
ル実験系を構築し、グルコース投与によって血糖値変動を誘発したマウスで動脈硬化巣形成が亢進することを認
めた。以上の結果は、耐糖能異常が生体レベルで動脈硬化巣初期形成を惹起することを明確に示している。

研究成果の概要（英文）：We established an experimental model system for assessing atherosclerotic 
lesion formation in vivo using new impaired glucose tolerance-prone and -resistant mice. We 
confirmed that arteriosclerotic lesion formation is accelerated in the prone mice as compared to the
 resistant mice. In addition, the accelerated lesion formation in the prone mice was suppressed by 
metformin. We also established another experimental model system for evaluating the effect of 
repetitive blood glucose spikes more directly on atherosclerotic lesion formation, and demonstrated 
that oral glucose administration-induced blood glucose fluctuation accelerates the lesion formation 
in mice. These results clearly demonstrate that impaired glucose tolerance actually evokes 
atherosclerotic lesion formation in vivo.

研究分野： 糖尿病代謝学

キーワード： 耐糖能異常　動脈硬化　糖尿病　モデルマウス
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活性酸素・窒素種 

AGE/RAGE 

インスリン 
抵抗性 

NFκB 

炎症性サイトカイン・接着分子
発現亢進 

リポタンパク質 
代謝異常 

(脂質異常症） 

糖化物 DAG 

タンパク質・脂質 
修飾（変性） 

FFA 

PKC 

耐糖能異常（食後高血糖） 

動脈硬化巣
形成促進 
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diabetes may play a crucial role in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis. In fact, blunting post-
prandial hyperglycemia (by an α-glucosidase inhibitor acarbose) in subjects with IGT resulted
in decreased cardiovascular events in the Study to Prevent Non-Insulin-Dependent Diabetes
(STOP-NIDDM) [17].

Besides the epidemiological results, several laboratory studies have addressed the causal role
of glucose fluctuations in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis. In cell culture experiments, for
instance, oscillating glucose concentrations have been demonstrated to induce more deleterious
pro-atherogenic changes via increased reactive oxygen species production in endothelial cells
compared to constant high glucose concentration [18–20]. Transient hyperglycemia-induced
oxidative stress and endothelial dysfunction have also been reported in human studies [21–23].

Studies in animal models would be helpful to evaluate pivotal pathways that substantially
contribute to the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis in vivo. However, most of the existing animal
models for investigating the role of hyperglycemia in atherosclerosis are genetically hyper-
cholesterolemic mice (e.g., apolipoprotein E [apoE] or low-density lipoprotein receptor-defi-
cient mice), in combination with streptozotocin-induced pancreatic β-cell destruction or
crossbreeding with genetically obese diabetic mice [24,25]. Since those mice display severe
chronic hyperglycemia, they serve as models for overt diabetes rather than for IGT. In addition,
severe hypercholesterolemia-induced highly accelerated development of atherosclerosis in
these mice often masks the glycemic effect on the atherosclerotic process [26,27]. For example,
similar to the present study, Mita et al. [28] previously reported augmented atherosclerotic
lesion formation with repetitive maltose administration in apoE-deficient mice; however, the
increment in lesion size (~1.5-fold relative to the water-administered control mice) was less
pronounced compared to that in the present study (~4-fold). The overwhelming impact of
hypercholesterolemia in apoE-deficient mice might make it difficult to accurately assess the
glycemic effect on the development of atherosclerosis. Hence, the present approach using wild-
type C57BL/6 mice may be more appropriate to clearly demonstrate the atherogenic role of
glucose spikes than that using genetically hypercholesterolemic mice.

In contrast to the existing animal models, the simple approach of the present study (i.e., repet-
itive oral glucose administration in wild-type mice) successfully induced repetitive glucose spikes
and accelerated atherosclerosis without chronic hyperglycemia and overt hypercholesterolemia.
In addition, since we used wild-type mice in this study, obvious lipid-laden lesion formation was
limited in the aortic sinus, and the size was much less than that in genetically hypercholesterol-
emic mice. Taken together, the present method would be suitable for investigating the effect of

Fig 4. Relative gene expression levels in thoracic aorta.Gene expression levels were normalized to Actb
(β-actin) in each mouse and expressed as relative values to the mean expression levels in W group. Icam1,
intercellular adhesion molecule-1; Vcam1, vascular cell adhesion molecule-1; Sele, E-selectin. Values are
expressed as mean ± SEM of 8 mice for each group.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0136840.g004
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