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Systematic review on conflict of interest and conclusion in research field of
complementary and alternative medicine in Japan
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In order to know the present status of handling COl and related issues on
research ethics in the field of complementary and alternative medicine research in Japan, the
relevant literature was assessed. As of March 2017, of the 15 academic societies, 20% required COI
statement sheet, 40% COl disclosure in manuscript, 27% clinical trial register, 60% ethics committee

approval, and 53% informed consent. Only 13% of the societies had satisfied above five conditions.
Regarding abstracts of the latest international conference on acupuncture, only few stated ethics
committee approval and COl disclosure.

It was therefore suggested that complementary and alternative medicine research in Japan have room
for improvement of management and adherence regarding research ethics.
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Risk of bias RCT
Low | High
risk | risk | Unkn
of of own
bias | bias
Random 64% 5% 31%
sequence generation
Allocation 16% 6% 78%
concealment
0) 0) 0
Patient blind AT | 52% | Th
0, 0) 0,
Physician blind Zh | 9k | 1k
0, 0, 0)
Assessor blind 30% 2 67
Incomplete  outcome | 21% 28% 51%
data addressed
Free of selective 2% 97% 1%
reporting
Free of other risk of | 20% 22% 58%
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