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The serine protease (TFPI12) is a useful biomarker for ovarian clear cell
carcinoma

Furukawa, Naoto
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HNF-1B was expressed exclusively in ovarian clear cell carcinoma, but not
in other ovarian cancers by immunohistochemistory. It was also expressed in endometriotic cyst, the
differential diagnosis is difficult between endometriosis and endometriosis-associated ovarian
cancer.

The serum TFPI2 levels were specifically elevated only in ovarian clear cell carcinoma patients,
compared with non-clear cell carcinoma and benign ovarian tumor. The TFPI2 level in patients with
clear cell carcinoma was elevated to that in patients with endometriosis, in contrast to CA125.
Therefore TFPI2 is a useful biomarker for preoperative clinical diagnosis of clear cell carcinoma.

TFP12, also known as placental protein 5, is abundantly produced in placenta and is significantly
elevated in the serum of pregnant women. There are some false-positive or false-negative cases.
Further studies using more many samples are required to confirm to influence due to the menstruation

or pregnancy.
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