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Fostering Globally-minded Nurses through Sessions with English-speaking
Simulated Patients for Student Nurses
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We predict there will be more foreign patients hospitalized in Japan. As you

can easily imagine, speaking to foreign patients in English is too big a challenge for nurses in
Japan. We are sure that early exposure to foreign patients should ease the anxiety of caring for
them even in their limited English. Implementing the use of English-speaking simulated patients
(SPs) to educate non-English-speaking student nurses is a good way to help nurses break through
language barriers and cultural differences.
We found that student nurses lack confidence in caring for foreign patients in English and tend to
forget about the professional skills. Repeating sessions with English-speaking SPs will educate
non-English-speaking nurses to be confident in caring for foreign patients in English by breaking
through the language barrier.
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