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Development of Community Support Models During Disasters, Based on the
Evacuation Analysis for Mentally Challenged People in Great East Japan
Earthquake
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We verified the evacuation troubles and supports, etc., and then evaluated
the roles of evacuation supports in major disasters, for the staffs of facilities visited by the
intellectually disabled, and for their kin, who experienced Great East Japan Earthquake. Before the
disaster, both the kin and the facility staffs had dealt with issues on their own without help from
the local community. However, through this disaster, they started realizing the need of getting the
support from the local community. Also, those who helped are the ones, with whom the connection of
the local community had already been built, and who understood the statuses of the children. It is
necessary to understand the handicaps and to build the face-to-face relationships in peacetime, to
get the support from the local community smoothly. From these studies, we evaluated the community
support roles from the viewpoints of self-help, mutual help, and public help.
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