©
2014 2016

Nationalism, Economic Interests, Coexistence of Ethnic Groups : Cases of
Inter-War Czechoslovakia

SATO, Yukino

1,900,000

Inter-war Czechoslovakia, which was known as a multiethnic and parliamentary

democratic state, was disrupted by Nazi Germany. One internal reason for the disruption could be
said the disharmony among nations / ethnic groups, especially between Czechs and Germans. Germans in

Inter-war Czechoslovakia were more than Slovaks but they were regarded as minority. German large
scale landowners were enemies of Czech people from national and social reasons. They tried to
protect their interests in the course of land reform through the activities of supranational
associations of large scale landowners. These associations acted rather for economic interests than
for nationalism. In the contemporary world, opportunities for multinational or multiethnic contacts
have increased so rapidly that we sometimes cannot find any solutions to exclude or weaken frictions
caused from these contacts. We could learn from the experience of the cases of inter-war
Czechoslovakia.
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