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The purpose of this study is to reconsider perspectives and methodologies of

flourishing area of sound studies or studies of auditory culture through reexamining Max Weber’ s
music sociology and his methodological writings, in order to develop sociological arguments on sound

and auditory culture, and seek to clues to a methodological basis that interweaves Weber' s
sociology with sound studies. This study shows Weber’ s music sociology which focuses technical
means of music based on his methodological consideration of sociology and social science can provide

a methodological basis for refinement of methodolo%y of sound studies. Furthermore, this study
shows Weber’ s music sociology has a latent theme of musical hearing and could be developed as a
study of modern rationalized musical * ethos’ . This study also examines the musical ‘ ethos’ of
Weber’ s discourses that is related to the creation of German national identity and modern
conception of * music’ since late eighteenth century.
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