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Susﬁa&nable Use of Tropical Rain Forest Resources Using a Participatory Mapping
Method.
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Basic data were collected for establishing a sustainable use of non-timber
forest products, which is compatible with conservation of tropical rainforests. First, distribution
patterns of major NTFP species were clarified by using GPS/GIS method. After social units regarding the
use of forest resources were identified, participatory mappings of the foraging grounds were attempted,
which showed some degree of separation of foraing grounds among different villages and family groups. In
order to manage the resource use on sustainable basis, it is necessary to alleviate excessive competition
over the resources based on such a customary land and resource use system.
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