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Proposal of a new pathological model of chronic pain from a viewpoint of
dysfunction.

KITAHARA, Masaki
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As is the case with other developed countries, chronic pain has significant
negative effects on Japanese society. At least, a few trillion yen was lost because of the chronic
pain every year. In this study, we tried to propose a new pathological model of chronic pain from a
viewpoint of dysfunction. We also tried to investigate effectiveness of educational approach and

physical therapy based on theory of cognitive-behavioral treatment.

During our preliminary study, we happened to find out that MMSE, a test usually used for screening
cognitive impairment, was not effective enough to discriminate mild cognitive impairment. We
investigated relation between cognitive function and age, income, a history of alcohol use,
educational background, and medication, by using brain MRI, EEG, and a series of cognitive function
tests.
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