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Molecular mechanisms of bioluminescence from marine luminous animals

Mitani, Yasuo
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Luminous animals attracted mankind from the old days. The diversity of luminous
animals is very wide, but only a few of them including luminous beetles have been analyzed. It is known
that more than 700 genera include luminous animals_and 80% of them are living in ocean, but only a few of
them have been elucidated. Thus, these luminous animals would be the frontier for the exploration of
novel type luminous mechanisms. In this study, we mainly analyzed luminous sea worm and isolated novel
type luciferase gene from Japanese fire sea form.
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