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Empirical Research of Migrant supports by Japanese Catholic Churches
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Since 1980s, the population of immigrants has increased. Many newcomers
have had various difficulties in their daily lives on account of a lack of public supports by
central and local governments in Japan. On the other hand Catholic Churches have supported them.
Although the collaboration between government sectors and Catholic Churches seem to be effective to
aid troubled foreign residents, the direct collaboration between them is legally restricted under
the principle of rigid separation of politics (government) and religion. The points revealed in
our research are as follows. First, the Catholic Churches have important significance as bases for
Japanese and immigrants to contact on a daily life. Secondly, the supports of the Catholic Churches
are substantial in large cities with many immigrants. Meanwhile, in local cities with few
immigrants, the manpower of the Catholic Church is small and can only play a peripheral role.
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