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The following three points were shown in this study. (1) Religious care in
the German-speaking world has a rich history under the name of Seelsorge (the care of souls), and
there is an established awareness of Seelsorgers (people who care for souls) as professionals
responsible for spiritual care in medical settings. (2) Due to an increase in empirical research on
the contribution of religion and spirituality to prevent diseases and boost recovery, more and more
hospitals employ Seelsorgers, paying labor expenses to churches. (3) It is extremely difficult to
create a spiritual care system similar to that of Seelsorge in modern Japan’ s setting of clinical
death, but programs for interfaith chaplaincy are beginning to be offered at several universities.
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