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We consume enormous images of death in modern society. But strictly
speaking, no one can tell or even think about it correctly, because death is a transcendental
phenomenon. Nevertheless, there were many attempts in modern Japanese literature and film to capture

the true image of death. The aim of our research was to clarify how death has been represented by
modern Japanese literature and film in comparison with the West and Asia.

In other words, our research started from the double impossibility of representation. Death is
always with us as a transcendental phenomenon which nobody could tell or see. We tried to find the

modern way in which empiricism tied up with transcendence.
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