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The top-ranking keywords obtained trough the effect-size analyses of the 9 major
novelists® study corpora in comparison with the reference corpus of the 291 novels by the 28 eminent
19th-century British authors were classified into 15 categories according to the connotation of each
word. The effect size of the author®s words in the Christian-morality group was higher in the order of G.
Eliot, Gaskell, Austen, Gissing, C. Bronte, Hardy, and A. Bronte. Dickens and E. Bronte showed little
difference from the reference corpus in their use of Christian-morality words. This result sheds light on
the individual novelist®s unique description of Christian morality which has "for a long time . . .
received only impressionistic and subjective treatment” (David I. Homes). Its uniqueness should be
confirmed could this outcome be validated by further close reading of their texts.
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Fig. 1. Effect Sizes of the 9 Novelists’ Key-
words in 15 Categories

GOD_morality
9 effect size
G. Eliot, Gaskell, Austen, Gissing,
C. Bront€, Hardy, A. Bronté

Dickens E. Bronté reference corpus
Fig. 2
GOD_morality

o

Z 4500

égono

2 2500

2o

=~ B N - - m

Austen  Gaskell C.Bronté E.Bronté  G.Eliot

Authors

Dickens ABronté  Hardy  Gissing

Fig. 2. Effect Sizes of the 9 Novelists’ Key-
words in “God_Morality”
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Fig. 3. Top 24 Words by Total Weight and
Number of Occurrence in 10 Top-
ic-Modelling Operations for Gaskell’s 52
Shorter Fiction
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Fig.4. Top 21 Words by Total Weight and
Number of Occurrence in 10 Top-
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