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The purposes of this research project were (1) theoretical reconsideration
of the notion and method of "World Literature™ which has gained a considerable influence in today"s
literary studies, (2) investigation of possible contributions of this method to the literary
education at Japanese universities, and (3) practical education trial in which we made a point of
the notion and method of World Literature.

Our results are (1) in order to get concrete results, we have made a thematic specialization in
Japanese Literature in the context of World Literature™, in which we held a joint research with some

international specialists in Japanese literature. (2) We held a joint lectures where we made a
point of the context of World Literature (2 semesters and 1 quarter) at Saitama University.
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