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Linguistics of "Ba": Emergence of Meaning in Ba
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This research was conceived on the idea to develop a novel theory on
context-dependency in ordinary language use, by applying and extending the idea of "Ba" (field),
which is originally developed in the fields of physical and biological sciences to capture the
interaction between local and global structures and phenomena. Based on cross-linguistic and
cross-cultural analyses of dialogue interactions, together with a critical examination of
conventional pragmatics theories, we proposed a picture of "Ba" as a bundle of social norms and
informational constraints implicit but shared by the participants in the situations of conversation

"Wakimae®™ and dynamic construction are identified as two-way mechanisms that play central roles in
the interaction between "Ba" and utterances.
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