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The English Complementation Patterns in the Early Modern English
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Studies of English complementation revealed that, while there is a degree of
flexibility in the use of gerunds and infinitives in Modern English, a steady and general increase in the
use of the gerund can be observed. This is one of several developments in complement patterns that have
come to be known as Great Complement Shift, a term first used in print by Rhodenburg (2006). However,
there are not man% detailed observations reported on the systematic evolution of complementation in the
history of English. This study observed the detailed changes in the patterns of the complementation in
the Early Modern English; examining 77 verbs classified into four categories depending on the current
usage, and observed their interesting behaviors that can bring about the differences of usage in
Present-Day English.
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You should avoid eating just before you

go to bed.

admit, avoid,

consider, deny, enjoy 26

| don’t care to have coffee after dinner.

care, decide,

desire, expect, hope 23

a. I'll never forget meeting him.

b. Don’t forget to meet him.

forget, remember,
regret, try 4

She began to run/ running.

begin, cease, continue, hate,
intend 24
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the rise of the gerund (both “straight” and
prepositional) at the expense of infinitives

(and that clauses)



the establishment of linking elements

introducing dependent interrogative
clauses (as in advice on how to do it)

the expansion of (subject-controlled,
future-oriented) infinitive interrogative
clauses at the expense of finite wh-clauses
(e.g. after verbs like hesitate)

changes involving the rivalry between
marked and unmarked infinitives (e.g.
after the verb help)

the simplification of the relevant control
properties resulting amongst other things
in the

demise or obsolescence of

unspecified object deletions with

manipulative verbs like order.
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