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i i i i The purpose of this research project was to expand the research coverage
in the public choice field from industrially advanced countries to new democracies by using data

from East and South-East Asian democracies. o i
Analyses of Thailand’ s budget data from 1948-2014 reveal that military coups have resulted in

larger defense budget in the year immediately following the coup. Among the branches of the armed
forces, the army gained in their allocation out of the total defense budget after coups. These
results impI% that coup leaders have made use of their acquired executive power to direct greater
budget for the benefits of their organizations. Other themes in the project, still in progress,
include (1) the change in the government size prompted by the adoption of democracy in Taiwan, and
(2) the relationship between legislative representative and regional budget allocation in the

Philippines.
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