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I examined the definition of disability under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and discussed possible implications of the analysis of the ADA for the
Japanese disability discrimination Policy.
Many plaintiffs were not recognized as having disabilities and could not criticize disability
discrimination based on the ADA, because the Court interpreted narrowly the concept of disability
contrary to the purpose of the law. In light of the experience of the ADA, the Japanese government
should adopt the broad definition of disability in line with social model of disabilitg and protect
not only persons whose social disadvantages are caused directly by merely impairments but also

Bersgns whose social disadvantages are caused by interaction between impairments and social
arriers.
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