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Possibility of the new Half-way Employment judging from Research of Japan and
Korea
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This reserch is to examine the schemes of Self-reliance for poverty
alleviation which were reformed in 2015 in both Japan and Korea. The former Japanese scheme is
the Law to Support Independence of People in Need” and the latter Korean one is “ Hope Re-born
Project” of the Ministry of Health which was integrated with “ The Employment Success Package” of
the Employment Labor Relations Division in Korean Government.

These reforms in both countries share the same background of development in workfare policies
based on the severe market fundamentalism along with globalization. These reforms demolish the
outcome of past Half-way Employment, “ half welfare and half working,” by emphasizing a form of
full working in employment. This indicates a strong necessity to identify the nature in the past
scheme of self-reliance for poverty alleviation in both countries and to clarify possible problems
and solutions.
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