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Comparison of classroom lessons to foster 21st century learning in American and
Finnish schools
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A transition to 21st century learning has occurred in school education worldwide.
In light of this situation, this study analyzes the level of collaboration and interaction between
students and teachers in classrooms using an advanced practical example from elementary schools in the
United States and Finland in order to explore the issue of the construction of classroom lessons. As a
framework to analyze the transition to 21st century learning, this study employs cultural-historical
activity theory and expansive learning theory. It then proposes the fundamental principle of the lesson
process based on the agency of teachers and students gnamely, their ability and will to shape their own
activity systems) by analyzing empirical data obtained through ethnographic research of actual classroom
practices in elementary schools in the United States and Finland, distinguishing their innovative designs
and practices in 21st century learning.
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