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Raft-like structures in the ER: Implication of apoptosis, autophagy, and lipid
droplet formation
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MAM  mitochondria-associated membrane
syntaxinl?7 Synl7 VAPA/B
Syn17 Syn17
Synl7 SNAP23
VAP-A/B

The MAM mitochondria-associated membrane and some of the other ER subdomains
appear to have raft-like structures. In the present project we made the following findings about
raft-localized proteins, syntaxin 17 (Synl7) and VAP-A/B: (1) Synl7 regulates apoptosis. (2) Upon
nutrient deprivation, Synl7 redistributes from the raft-like structure (MAM) to the non-raft-like
structure gautophagosomes).(3) Synl7 in cooperation with another raft-localized protein, SNAP23,
regulates lipid droplet formation. (4) VAP-A/B localize to the ER-Golgi contact site and regulate the
raft-like structure of the trans-Golgi network.
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