2014 2015

Development of forward gentics methods in appendicularians as a novel chordate
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The appendicularian, Oikopleura dioica is a planktonic chordate, which share
basic bodyplan with vertebrates. The life cycle is just 5 days. In this project, we aimed to make O.
dioica an emerging model animal with which genetic approaches are feasible, such as in nematode and fly.
In the processes of this project, we found that novel DNAi method works in this animal. Gene knockdown
using DNAT will facilitate to screen and find developmentally important genes with ease and less
expensive way.
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