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Development of immunopathologic diagnosis with a new transition marker of
follicular helper T cells

Ichimiya, Shingo
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In this study, we performed functional analysis of T follicular helper (Tfh)
cells and their transitional cell subsets to apply novel findings for histopathological examinations of
immune-related disorders. As a result, we found high expression of a Bobl transcription factor in Tfh
cells and the involvement of Bobl in the regulation of cell numbers of Tfh cells (Eur J Immunol. 2016).
Further, we revealed that Tfh2-cell polarization preferentially occurred in the patients with allergic
asthma and allergic rhinitis, as seen as Th2-cell polarization in the patients Clin Immunol. 2015
This implies the common mechanism underl¥ing Tfh2-cell and Th2-cell polarization, suggesting that a
manner of skewing of Tfh-cell subset would reflect a disease-specific feature of helper CD4(+) T cells.
By virtue of a characteristic molecule(s) in Tfh cells and Tfh-cell subsets, further studies might lead
to a new modality for histopathological diagnosis of immune-related disorders.
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Bobl limits cellular frequency of T follicular
helper cells. Eur J Immunol. 2016
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Alteration of circulating type 2 follicular
helper T cells and regulatory B cells underlies the
comorbid association of allergic rhinitis with
bronchial asthma. Clin Immunol. 2015
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